
Minnekhada Middle School’s 
21st Century Learning features 
were customized to the School 
District staff, administrators and 
students after an extensive series 
of design collaborations. The spatial 
configuration provides breakout 
flexible collaborative areas in the core 
of the building rather than dividing 
the school into smaller learning pods. 
Through our working groups with 
educators the preference was to have 
the flexibility to open classrooms onto 
the main commons but still allow 
the option for teachers to close off 
classrooms when necessary. The form 
and ‘Parti’ of the building is an upward 
thrust or breaking through motion 
similar to a sprout breaking through 
the soil exemplary of the middle school 
age group. The rooflines thrust upward 
at various angles towards the core of 
the school to express this notion.

minnekhada 
middle 
school
16031

client
School District No. 43 (Coquitlam) - 
Michael Beet, 604.939.9201
location
Port Coquitlam
size
8,250 m2

value
$25.6 million
status
complete 2020

fostering a 
connection to 
adjacent facilities
maximizing physical site 
attributes for optimal design 


